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Hate Crime Prevention in Liverpool: Information Sheet  for children & 
young people 

 

 
 
Hello - My name is Leona Vaughn and I am a Student Researcher at the University of 
Liverpool 
 

What is this research all about? 
 
Hate crimes are crimes that the victim or a witness thinks is 
motivated by prejudice or hate, for example racial or religious. I 
want to find out about the impact of the Anthony Walker 
Foundation (AWF) programmes for young people, which aim to 
prevent hate crimes from happening in Liverpool.  
 
These programmes are the AWF Upstanders programme for schools 

and the Hate Crime and Diversity Programme with Liverpool Youth Offending Team (YOT). 
 
Why have I been asked to take part? 
 
You are one of around 60 young people invited to take part because you have experienced 
these programmes. 
 
You are being invited to take part in this research study - you do not have to accept this 
invitation and should only agree to take part if you want to. 
 
Before you decide whether to take part, it is important for you to understand what the study 
will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and feel free to ask 
me if you would like more information or if there is anything that you do not understand. 
Feel free to discuss this with AWF staff, your teacher, friends or family if you wish.  
 
What will I be asked to do? 
 
There are different ways to take part in this research and you can decide what you want to 
do, and what you don’t want to do as we go along. You can stop taking part at any time. 
 
You will be asked to give your experience of the programmes, in one or more of the 
following ways: 
 
For those of you who have attended AWF Upstanders programme in your school - 
Questionnaires or surveys, in writing or online.  

  
These are completely anonymous - no one will know what you have said. 
 



                                          
   

2 

 
    
 
 
Interviews (including audio recording) for those of you who have been on the Hate Crime 
and Diversity programme with Liverpool YOT 
      
I would like to talk to you about: 

 Why you were on the programme 

 What you thought about the programme  

 Anything you learned from the programme 

 If the programme made a difference in your life after attending 

You can talk to me for as long as you like, and you do not have to answer questions if you 
prefer not to. I will ask to audio-record the conversation, but you can say no, and I will just 
make notes.  
 
Focus groups (including audio recording) for those of you who have been on the Hate 
Crime and Diversity programme with Liverpool YOT 

 
 
I would like to talk to you in a group of 3 about: 

 what changes you think would make the programme better  

 what parts of the programme made the biggest difference in your life after attending 

 what you think organisations should do to prevent hate crime in Liverpool 

I will ask to audio-record the conversation, but you can say no, and I will just make notes.  
 
What if I am unhappy with the research or if there is a problem? 
If you are unhappy, or if there is a problem, please feel free to let me know by telling your 
parents or teachers or contacting me at leona.vaughn@liverpool.ac.uk or on 0151 237 3974 
and I will try to help. If you feel that you cannot come to me with the problem, you can contact 
my supervisor Professor Barry Godfrey, University of Liverpool 0151 794 3021 
barry.godfrey@liv.ac.uk  If you are still unhappy, you should contact the Research Governance 
Officer on 0151 794 8290 (ethics@liv.ac.uk).  
 
Will people know I have taken part? 
Questionnaires and surveys are anonymous. For interviews/focus groups you will be asked to 
choose a name for yourself, and this will be used in all written reports and presentations of 
the findings and your real name will not appear. Anything you say to me  
will be treated in confidence, and sound recordings will be stored securely at the University 
of Liverpool and only I will have access to original documents with your personal data.  
You will be given travel expenses for coming to focus groups or interviews. 
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Thank you for reading this. 


